Hippie Word Origin

Digging Deeper into the Roots: The Origin of
Hippie Slang

The term "hippie," synonymous with the counterculture movement of the 1960s, conjures
images of peace signs, tie-dye, and a rejection of mainstream society. But where did this iconic
term, and the slang associated with it, actually come from? Understanding its origins reveals a
fascinating glimpse into the social and linguistic evolution of a generation. This article delves
into the etymology of "hippie" and related slang, simplifying complex linguistic pathways to
make the subject accessible to everyone.

I. The Birth of "Hippie": A Contested Origin

Pinpointing the precise origin of "hippie" is surprisingly difficult. Unlike some slang terms with
clear etymological trails, its emergence was gradual and multifaceted. Several theories exist,
but none are definitively proven.

One prominent theory links it to "hepcat," a 1940s slang term for a cool, sophisticated jazz
aficionado. The "hep" part, signifying being "in the know," evolved, some argue, into "hip,"
which then morphed into "hippie." This suggests a continuous thread connecting earlier
generations of counterculture to the 1960s hippie movement. However, this is not universally
accepted.

Another theory suggests the term originated in the San Francisco Bay Area, where "hipsters," a
group known for their bohemian lifestyle, were frequently called "hippies." This geographical
association strengthens the link between the evolving social scene and the linguistic shift. This
suggests a more localized and organic development, rather than a direct derivation from earlier
slang.
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Il. Slang as a Tool for Identity and Rebellion

Hippie slang wasn't just random words; it served crucial functions within the movement. Firstly,
it created a sense of in-group identity. Using specific terms like "groovy," "far out," and
"together" fostered a feeling of belonging and solidarity amongst hippies, distinguishing them
from the "straight" (mainstream) world.

Secondly, this unique lexicon was a form of rebellion. By rejecting the established language,
hippies challenged the authority and values of the dominant culture. The deliberate use of
unconventional words was a visible act of defiance.

lll. Key Hippie Slang Terms and Their
Meanings:

Let's explore some common hippie slang terms and their contextual meanings:

Groovy: Excellent, cool, or enjoyable. Example: "That concert was totally groovy!"

Far out: Extraordinary, amazing, or psychedelic. Example: "Man, that trip was far out!"
Together: Calm, centered, and in control. Example: "She's really together, despite everything."
Right on: An expression of agreement or approval. Example: "Right on, brother!"

Gas: Something excellent or amazing. Example: "That new album is pure gas!"

Uptight: Tense, stressed, or overly concerned with social conventions. Example: "Don't be so
uptight, man."

Bag: Something one is interested in or passionate about. Example: "My bag is environmental
activism."

IV. The Lasting Impact of Hippie Slang

While the peak of the hippie era passed decades ago, the influence of its slang persists. Many
terms, like "groovy" and "far out," have entered the broader lexicon, though their original
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contextual meanings might be slightly altered. This lingering presence indicates the cultural
impact the movement had, not just on social attitudes but also on the evolution of language
itself. The continued use of these terms demonstrates the enduring legacy of the hippie
movement's linguistic innovations.

V. Actionable Takeaways & Key Insights

Understanding the origin and evolution of hippie slang provides insight into the dynamics of
social movements and the role of language in shaping identity and rebellion. It emphasizes how
language can be a tool for both exclusion and inclusion, creating a sense of belonging while
simultaneously challenging established norms. By studying this slang, we gain a deeper
appreciation for the complex relationship between language, culture, and social change.

FAQs:

1. Was "hippie" always a derogatory term? Initially, it was sometimes used derisively, but
hippies themselves largely embraced and reclaimed the term, turning it into a badge of honor.

2. Where did most hippie slang originate? While pinpointing a single origin is difficult, many
terms originated in the artistic and bohemian communities of the West Coast, particularly San
Francisco.

3. Did hippie slang influence other subcultures? Yes, its influence can be seen in subsequent
countercultural movements and youth subcultures.

4. How did hippie slang spread? Word of mouth, music (especially folk and rock), and
publications like underground newspapers were key dissemination methods.

5. Is hippie slang still relevant today? While not as prevalent as during the 1960s, some terms

remain in common usage, albeit sometimes with slightly altered meanings, demonstrating its
lasting cultural impact.
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Hippie - Wikipedia A hippie, also spelled hippy, [1] especially in British English, [2] is someone

associated with the counterculture of the mid-1960s to early 1970s, originally a youth

movement that began in the ...

The History of the Word Hippie - Cannadelics 11 Sep 2022 - In the 1960s, hippy was being
used both as a label of pride, as well as a derogatory term. But let’s figure out where it stems

from. One theory is that it derives from the word ‘hip’, ...

Hippie - The Art and Popular Culture Encyclopedia The hippie (or hippy) subculture was
originally a youth movement that arose in the United States during the mid-1960s and spread

to other countries around the world. The word 'hippie' came ...

etymology - Of Yuppies and Yippies and Hippies - English ... 17 Feb 2015 - The word 'hippie'
came from hipster, and was initially used to describe beatniks who had moved into New York

City's Greenwich Village and San Francisco's Haight-Ashbury district.

hippie, n. & adj. meanings, etymology and more - Oxford English ... The earliest known use of

the word hippie is in the 1940s. OED's earliest evidence for hippie is from 1948, in Billboard .

hippie is formed within English, by derivation.
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Where Did the Word Hippie Come From? | Britannica As might be guessed, the word hippie is
derived from the word hip, which conveys being up-to-date and fashionable. This meaning of
hip is thought to have originated with African Americans ...

The Etymology of Hippie | Where Does The Word Hippy Come From 23 Mar 2019 - The word
hippie is believed to stem from the word hipster which was a name for the folk of the 1940’s
jazz subculture. A gent named Jesse Sheidlower states that the term derives ...

HIPPIE definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary Hippies were young people in the
1960s and 1970s who rejected conventional ways of living, dressing, and behaving, and tried to
live a life based on peace and love. Hippies often had ...

Hippie Words, Quotes, and Phrases (or How to Talk Like a Hippie) 4 Jul 2024 - In the
early 60s, the term hippie was coined to refer to the new generation of beatniks, the young,
"woke" people of the counterculture who rejected The Man and his ...

Hippie | History, Lifestyle, Definition, Clothes, & Beliefs | Britannica 27 Nov 2024 - hippie,
member, during the 1960s and 1970s, of a countercultural movement that rejected the mores
of mainstream American life. The movement originated on college ...

HIPPIE | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary HIPPIE definition: 1. a person, typically
young, especially in the late 1960s and early 1970s, who believed in peace.... Learn more.

Hippie - Etymology - LiquiSearch Lexicographer Jesse Sheidlower, the principal American editor
of the Oxford English Dictionary, argues that the terms hipster and hippie derive from the word
hip, whose origins are unknown. ...

hippie | Etymology of hippie by etymonline hippie (n.) c. 1965, American English (Haight-
Ashbury slang); earlier (1953) a variant (usually disparaging) of hipster (1941) "person keenly
aware of the new and stylish," from hip "up-to ...

Etymology of hippie - Wikipedia In the late 1960s, African language scholar David Dalby
popularized the idea that words used in American slang could be traced back to West Africa. He
claimed that hipi (a word in the Wolof ...

400+ Hippie Dog Names for Your Free-Spirited Pup 5 days ago - Your walks in park team
names will take on new meaning when your pup responds to these nature-inspired calls. Peace,
Love, and Rock & Roll: Music-Inspired Names. The ...

How hip is a hippie? - Grammarphobia 16 Dec 2016 - The “hippie” story begins in the early 20th
century with the adjectives “hip” and “hep,” both meaning “in the know,” “up to date,” or
“knowledgeable.” As we’ve said in a 2010 ...

Hippie - Slang Meaning and Examples - FastSlang The term "hippie" is a slang word that
originated in the 1960s and was used to describe a subculture of people who rejected

mainstream values and embraced a countercultural lifestyle. ...

The Origins of "Hippie": Etymology, History and a New Curiosity Ronald Reagan was
known for saying that a hippie is someone who “dresses like Tarzan, has hair like Jane, and

HipPIE \W ORD ORIGIN PUBLISHED AT GLOBALDATABASE.ECPAT.ORG [5]



HippiE W orD ORIGIN

smells like Cheetah.” To me, | associate the word hippie with someone who is ...

Hippie - World Wide Words 26 Sep 1998 - A Hippie (the more common spelling) is first recorded
in print in the early 1950s. It derives from the older hip , dating from around the turn of the
century, which itself may be a ...

Hippie - Simple English Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia A hippie (sometimes spelled as
hippy) is a label for a person of a particular counterculture that started in the United States and
spread to other countries in the 1960s and the 1970s. Hippies ...

What Is A Hippie And What Do They Stand For? - Inspirationfeed 2 Sep 2024 - The hippie cultural
movement was an influential cultural movement that originated in the early 1960s and became

a major international collective as it grew in popularity and size, it ...

Hippie Word Origin

Digging Deeper into the Roots: The Origin of
Hippie Slang

The term "hippie," synonymous with the counterculture movement of the 1960s, conjures images of
peace signs, tie-dye, and a rejection of mainstream society. But where did this iconic term, and the
slang associated with it, actually come from? Understanding its origins reveals a fascinating glimpse
into the social and linguistic evolution of a generation. This article delves into the etymology of
"hippie" and related slang, simplifying complex linguistic pathways to make the subject accessible to
everyone.

I. The Birth of "Hippie": A Contested Origin

Pinpointing the precise origin of "hippie" is surprisingly difficult. Unlike some slang terms with clear
etymological trails, its emergence was gradual and multifaceted. Several theories exist, but none are
definitively proven.

One prominent theory links it to "hepcat," a 1940s slang term for a cool, sophisticated jazz aficionado.
The "hep" part, signifying being "in the know," evolved, some argue, into "hip," which then morphed
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into "hippie." This suggests a continuous thread connecting earlier generations of counterculture to
the 1960s hippie movement. However, this is not universally accepted.

Another theory suggests the term originated in the San Francisco Bay Area, where "hipsters," a group
known for their bohemian lifestyle, were frequently called "hippies." This geographical association
strengthens the link between the evolving social scene and the linguistic shift. This suggests a more
localized and organic development, rather than a direct derivation from earlier slang.

Il. Slang as a Tool for Identity and Rebellion

Hippie slang wasn't just random words; it served crucial functions within the movement. Firstly, it
created a sense of in-group identity. Using specific terms like "groovy," "far out," and "together"
fostered a feeling of belonging and solidarity amongst hippies, distinguishing them from the "straight"
(mainstream) world.

Secondly, this unique lexicon was a form of rebellion. By rejecting the established language, hippies
challenged the authority and values of the dominant culture. The deliberate use of unconventional
words was a visible act of defiance.

lll. Key Hippie Slang Terms and Their Meanings:

Let's explore some common hippie slang terms and their contextual meanings:

Groovy: Excellent, cool, or enjoyable. Example: "That concert was totally groovy!"

Far out: Extraordinary, amazing, or psychedelic. Example: "Man, that trip was far out!"

Together: Calm, centered, and in control. Example: "She's really together, despite everything."

Right on: An expression of agreement or approval. Example: "Right on, brother!"

Gas: Something excellent or amazing. Example: "That new album is pure gas!"

Uptight: Tense, stressed, or overly concerned with social conventions. Example: "Don't be so uptight,
man."

Bag: Something one is interested in or passionate about. Example: "My bag is environmental
activism."
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IV. The Lasting Impact of Hippie Slang

While the peak of the hippie era passed decades ago, the influence of its slang persists. Many terms,
like "groovy" and "far out," have entered the broader lexicon, though their original contextual
meanings might be slightly altered. This lingering presence indicates the cultural impact the
movement had, not just on social attitudes but also on the evolution of language itself. The continued
use of these terms demonstrates the enduring legacy of the hippie movement's linguistic innovations.

V. Actionable Takeaways & Key Insights

Understanding the origin and evolution of hippie slang provides insight into the dynamics of social
movements and the role of language in shaping identity and rebellion. It emphasizes how language
can be a tool for both exclusion and inclusion, creating a sense of belonging while simultaneously
challenging established norms. By studying this slang, we gain a deeper appreciation for the complex
relationship between language, culture, and social change.

FAQs:

1. Was "hippie" always a derogatory term? Initially, it was sometimes used derisively, but hippies
themselves largely embraced and reclaimed the term, turning it into a badge of honor.

2. Where did most hippie slang originate? While pinpointing a single origin is difficult, many terms
originated in the artistic and bohemian communities of the West Coast, particularly San Francisco.

3. Did hippie slang influence other subcultures? Yes, its influence can be seen in subsequent
countercultural movements and youth subcultures.

4. How did hippie slang spread? Word of mouth, music (especially folk and rock), and publications like
underground newspapers were key dissemination methods.
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5. Is hippie slang still relevant today? While not as prevalent as during the 1960s, some terms remain
in common usage, albeit sometimes with slightly altered meanings, demonstrating its lasting cultural

impact.
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[1] especially in British English, [2] is someone
associated with the counterculture of the
mid-1960s to early 1970s, originally a youth
movement that began in the ...

The History of the Word Hippie -
Cannadelics 11 Sep 2022 - In the 1960s, hippy
was being used both as a label of pride, as well
as a derogatory term. But let’s figure out where it
stems from. One theory is that it derives from the
word ‘hip’, ...

Hippie - The Art and Popular Culture
Encyclopedia The hippie (or hippy) subculture

was originally a youth movement that arose in
the United States during the mid-1960s and
spread to other countries around the world. The
word 'hippie' came ...

etymology - Of Yuppies and Yippies and Hippies -
English ... 17 Feb 2015 - The word 'hippie' came
from hipster, and was initially used to describe
beatniks who had moved into New York City's
Greenwich Village and San Francisco's Haight-
Ashbury district.

hippie, n. & adj. meanings, etymology and more -
Oxford English ... The earliest known use of the
word hippie is in the 1940s. OED's earliest
evidence for hippie is from 1948, in Billboard .
hippie is formed within English, by derivation.

Where Did the Word Hippie Come From? |
Britannica As might be guessed, the word hippie
is derived from the word hip, which conveys
being up-to-date and fashionable. This meaning
of hip is thought to have originated with African
Americans ...

The Etymology of Hippie | Where Does The Word
Hippy Come From 23 Mar 2019 - The word hippie
is believed to stem from the word hipster which
was a name for the folk of the 1940’s jazz
subculture. A gent named Jesse Sheidlower
states that the term derives ...

HIPPIE definition and meaning | Collins English
Dictionary Hippies were young people in the
1960s and 1970s who rejected conventional
ways of living, dressing, and behaving, and tried
to live a life based on peace and love. Hippies
often had ...
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Hippie Words, Quotes, and Phrases (or How
to Talk Like a Hippie) 4 Jul 2024 - In the early
60s, the term hippie was coined to refer to the
new generation of beatniks, the young, "woke"
people of the counterculture who rejected The
Man and his ...

Hippie | History, Lifestyle, Definition, Clothes, &
Beliefs | Britannica 27 Nov 2024 - hippie,
member, during the 1960s and 1970s, of a
countercultural movement that rejected the
mores of mainstream American life. The
movement originated on college ...

HIPPIE | English meaning - Cambridge
Dictionary HIPPIE definition: 1. a person,
typically young, especially in the late 1960s and
early 1970s, who believed in peace.... Learn
more.

Hippie - Etymology - LiquiSearch Lexicographer
Jesse Sheidlower, the principal American editor of
the Oxford English Dictionary, argues that the
terms hipster and hippie derive from the word
hip, whose origins are unknown. ...

hippie | Etymology of hippie by etymonline
hippie (n.) c. 1965, American English (Haight-
Ashbury slang); earlier (1953) a variant (usually
disparaging) of hipster (1941) "person keenly
aware of the new and stylish," from hip "up-to ...

Etymology of hippie - Wikipedia In the late
1960s, African language scholar David Dalby
popularized the idea that words used in American
slang could be traced back to West Africa. He
claimed that hipi (a word in the Wolof ...

400+ Hippie Dog Names for Your Free-
Spirited Pup 5 days ago - Your walks in park
team names will take on new meaning when your
pup responds to these nature-inspired calls.

Peace, Love, and Rock & Roll: Music-Inspired
Names. The ...

How hip is a hippie? - Grammarphobia 16 Dec
2016 - The “hippie” story begins in the early 20th
century with the adjectives “hip” and “hep,” both
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meaning “in the know,
“knowledgeable.” As we've said in a 2010 ...

up to date,” or

Hippie - Slang Meaning and Examples - FastSlang
The term "hippie" is a slang word that originated
in the 1960s and was used to describe a
subculture of people who rejected mainstream
values and embraced a countercultural lifestyle.

The Origins of "Hippie": Etymology, History
and a New Curiosity Ronald Reagan was
known for saying that a hippie is someone who
“dresses like Tarzan, has hair like Jane, and
smells like Cheetah.” To me, | associate the word
hippie with someone who is ...

Hippie - World Wide Words 26 Sep 1998 - A
Hippie (the more common spelling) is first
recorded in print in the early 1950s. It derives
from the older hip , dating from around the turn
of the century, which itself may be a ...

Hippie - Simple English Wikipedia, the free
encyclopedia A hippie (sometimes spelled as
hippy) is a label for a person of a particular
counterculture that started in the United States
and spread to other countries in the 1960s and
the 1970s. Hippies ...

What Is A Hippie And What Do They Stand For? -
Inspirationfeed 2 Sep 2024 - The hippie cultural

movement was an influential cultural movement
that originated in the early 1960s and became a
major international collective as it grew in
popularity and size, it ...
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